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About German Institute for Economic Research (DIW)
The German Institute for Economic Research (DIW Berlin) is one of the leading
economic research institutes in Germany and a member of the Leibniz Association. DIW
Berlin was founded in 1925 as the Institut für Konjunkturforschung (Institute for
Business Cycle Research). Our core mandates are applied economic research, economic
policy advice, and providing a research infrastructure.
DIW Berlin has nine research departments. The Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP) research
infrastructure has also been part of DIW Berlin since 1982. Thematically, the scientific
work of the Institute is divided into four research clusters:
•

Macroeconomics and Financial Markets

•

Sustainability

•

Industrial Economics

•

Public Finances and Living Conditions

Researchers at DIW Berlin have a wide range of scientific expertise and study extremely
diverse issues: How is the economy developing? Is the transition to a climate-friendly
economic infrastructure working? How can a social balance in income and asset
distribution be assured? How can an aging society be reinvigorated—both
technologically and socially?
In addressing these questions, DIW Berlin attaches great importance to methodological
precision, reliable data, and rigorous argumentation. DIW Berlin believes that modern
economic research should not stop at statistical descriptions but must also investigate
underlying causes. There is a demand for clear and independent analyses which
examine pressing economic and social issues and provide a sound basis for political
decisions.
With its location in Germany’s capital, DIW Berlin is at the center of political decisionmaking and debate. The Institute conducts its research work independently of external
influences, whether political, financial, or in terms of content.
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